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SUBJECT: ELECTION SITREP #6 

REF: GUATEMALA 1426 

1. THE SITUATION AT THE GUATEMALA CITY ELECTORAL BOARD (WHICH 
HAS JURISDICTION OVER SOME 20 PERCENT OP THE NATIONAL VOTE) 
REMAINED BADLY CONFUSED AS OF EVENING MARCH 8. HEAD OP THE 
BOARD, MAYOR LEONEL PONCIANO, ADMITTED TO THE PRESS THAT IN A 
NUMBER OP CASES THE REPORTS FROM THE PRESIDENTS OP THE VOTING 
STATIONS (MESAS) DO NOT MATCH THE STATEMENTS (ACTAS) SIGNED 
BY THE VARIOUS REPRESENTATIVES (INCLUDING PARTY MEMBERS) OP THE 
VOTING STATIONS. (ON CLOSING A STATION, THE MEMBERS OP THE 
MESA ARE REQUIRED TO TABLUATE THE VOTE AND TO SIGN A WRITTEN 
STATEMENT OF TH RESULT. THE PRESIDENT OP THE MESA ALSO IS 
REQUIRED TO INPORM THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL BOARD BY PHONE, 
TELEGRAPH, ETC., WHAT THE STATEMENT SAYS PENDING THE 
ARRIVAL OF THE DOCUMENTS AT THE BOARD.) AS A CONSEQUENCE 
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OP THE ABOVE AND OTHER IRREGULARITIES IN TABULATING THE 
VOTE, FIVE OP THE EIGHT MAYORAL CANDIDATES HAVE PETITIONED 
THE FT ECTOR AT, COUNCIL TO VOID THE MAYORAL ELECTION. THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DCG) CANDIDATE POR MAYOR SAID THAT 
HIS PARTY MAY ALSO ASK THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
BE VOIDED. (PRIVATELY, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC SOURCES 
DISCOUNT LIKELIHOOD OP THEIR REQUESTING ANNULMENT OP THE 
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. THESE SOURCES ALSO CONCEDE THAT 
THEIR CANDIDATE DID NOT FINISH EIRST, BUT MAINTAIN THAT 
THEIR TALLIES SHOW PERALTA AZURDIA IN FIRST PLACE, WITH 
LUCAS THIRD.) 

2. THE MAYORAL FRONTRUNNER WHEN THE EIRST IRREGULARITIES 
APPEARED WAS EORMER AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES COLONEL 
ABUNDIO MALONADO. MALDONADO CHARGED THE OTHERS WERE 
CONSPIRING AGAINST HIM AND SAID THAT HE HAD NO CONNECTION 
WITH ANY ERAUD. HE ALSO SAID THAT PADRE CHEMITA'S CHARGE 
THAT HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE CIA AND HAD WORKED THESVOTE 
ERAUD FROM THE UNITED STATES WAS A LIE. (CHEMITA CHARGES 
THAT AS AMBASSADOR, MALDONADO COLLECTED THE IDENTITY CARDS 
OE GUATEMALANS LIVING IN THE U.S. EOR THE PURPOSE OF 
OBTAINING PHANTOM VOTER REGISTRATIONS.) 

3. ON THE NATIONAL FRONT, THERE IS A GOOD DEAL OE CONFUSION 
IN THE ELECTORAL REGISTRY WHERE THE ELECTORAL COUNCIL 

IS RECOUNTING THE TALLIES RECEIVED FROM THE VARIOUS 
ELECTORAL BOARDS. PARTISANS ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OE THE 
REGISTRAR'S POLICY (WHICH IS TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS FROM 
COUNCIL MEETINGS AND TO ISSUE PERIODIC BULLETINS OE 
THE RESULTS) BY PROVIDING THE PRESS WITH SUPPOSEDLY 
OEFICIAL RESULTS, WHICH IN REALITY ARE PARTY TALLIES5 
AS OP MID-MORNING MARCH 9 TALLY WE FURNISHEDSIN REFTEL WAS 
THE LATEST RELEASED. PRESIDENT LAUGERUD PUBLICLY GAVE 
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ESTIMATESOF SOMETIME SATURDAY, MARCH 1 1, EOR FINAL TALLY 
TO BE IN HAND. OTHER SOURCES INDICATE IT MAY BE EARLIER. 

4. MEANWHILE, THE PERALTA AZURDIA AND LUCAS CAMPS ARE 
EXCHANGING CHARGES THAT THE OTHER IS PLOTTING A COUP; AND, 

AS ANTICIPATED, TALLY SHOWING LUCAS AHEAD PROMPTED PRESH 
MLN CHARGES OP RIGGING BY LUCAS PEOPLE. 

5. IN HIS EIRST PUBLIC REMARKS SINCE ELECTION DAY, 

PRESIDENT LAUGERUD LATE MARCH 8 BERATED THE CONTENDING 
CANDIDATES EOR MAKING PREMATURE VICTORY CLAIMS, 

DISCOUNTED COUP RUMORS ("UN MAL ENDEMICO ') AND CHIDED 
GUATEMALANS EOR THEIR "SELF-DESTRUCTIVE" TENDENCIES. HE 
TOO A WAIT-AND-SEE POSITION ON ERAUD CHARGES. IT WAS 

TOO EARLY TO SAY SINCE MUCH OP THE VOTING PAPERWORK STILL 
AWAITED REVIEW. MOREOVER, HUMAN ERROR WAS TO BE EXPECTED. 

IN ANY CASE THE ELECTORAL REGISTRY TALLY WAS A 
PRELIMINARY ONE, IN THAT IT FALLS TO THE CONGRESS TO 
COMPUTE THE RETURNS DEPINITIVELY. PRESS CONPERENCESTOOK 
PLACE APTER NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL MET WITH HIM, 
OSTENSIBLY TO INPORM HIM OP DEATH THREATS SOME OP ITS 
MEMBERS HAD RECEIVED. 
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6. TO COMPLICATE MATTERS, LIGHT AND POWER WORKERS, WHO 
HAD THREATENED WALK-OUT DURING LAST WEEK'S PUBLIC SECTOR 
STRIKE, HAVE INDICATED THEY MAY STILL STRIKE IN SUPPORT 
OF WRKERS OF ESMALTES Y ACEROS (GUATEMALA 1318). 

STRIKE COULD MEAN DISRUPTION OF ELECTRICAL SERVICE TO 
GUATEMALA CITY AREA. 
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